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Chinese ship carries arms 
cargo to Mugabe regime
77-tonne load includes mortars, rockets and millions of ammunition rounds
David Beresford Johannesburg 

A Chinese cargo  ship believed to be 
 carrying 77 tonnes of small arms, includ-
ing more than 3m rounds of ammunition, 
AK47 assault rifl es, mortars and rocket-
propelled grenades, has docked in the 
South African port of Durban  for the trans-
portation of the weapons to Zimbabwe, 
the South African government confi rmed 
yesterday. It claimed it was powerless to 
intervene as long as the ship’s papers were 
in order.   

Copies of the documentation for the 
Chinese ship, the An Yue Jiang,  show that 
the weapons were shipped from Beijing to 
the ministry of defence in Harare.  Headed 
“Dangerous goods description and con-
tainer packing certifi cate”, the document 
was issued on April 1, three days after 
  Zimbabwe’s election. It  lists the consign-
ment as including 3.5m  rounds of ammu-
nition for AK47 assault rifl es and for small 
arms, 1,500 40mm rockets, 2,500 mortar 
shells of 60mm and 81mm calibre, as well 
as 93 cases of mortar tubes.

The carrier is listed as the Cosco ship-
ping company in China.

South Africa’s national conventional 
arms control committee  issued a permit 
on Monday for the trans-shipment of the 
cargo from Durban to Harare.  

The head of government information 
in South Africa, Themba Maseko, said 
yesterday: “We are not in a position to act 
unilaterally and interfere in a trade deal 
between two countries.” 

South Africa had to “tread very care-
fully”, given the complexity of the situ-
ation in Zimbabwe,  Maseko said. South 
Africa was “not at all involved” in arrange-
ments for the trans-shipment. “It’s a mat-
ter between the two countries. It would 
be possible, but very diffi  cult, for South 
Africa to start intervening and saying that 
we will not allow the shipment through.” 
Neither was South Africa  encouraging the 
purchase of weapons by Zimbabwe, he 
said, pointing out that there was  no UN 
trade embargo against that country.

But Tony Leon, the South African oppo-
sition foreign aff airs spokesman, said the 
shipment was tantamount to “putting a 
fuse in a powder keg”.  He said  the govern-
ment’s insistence that it  could not inter-
vene was “one of the great clangers of all 
times”.

Despite international criticism, the 

 Chinese government has been a longstand-
ing backer of Zimbabwe president Robert 
Mugabe’s authoritarian regime, supply-
ing it with jet fi ghters, military vehicles 
and guns.  China, or Chinese businesses, 
are reported to have sold radio-jamming 
devices to prevent independent stations 
from contradicting the state-controlled 
media, and have signed vital agriculture Continued on page 2 ≥Continued on page 2 ≥
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DowningStreet (DS)  PM has just arrived 
late night in New York, now  preparing 
for a series of meetings at the UN 
tomorrow  
DS PM just fi nished Good Morning 
America interview for ABC, focus ed on 
Iraq and US-UK relations 
DS No 10 admin in the US is tired, but 
surviving on strong coff ee and muffi  ns 
DS Gordon is in a meeting with UN 
  secretary  general Ban Ki- moon as I 
 Twitter. Keep reading the newsblog on 
the visit site too 
bpp downingstreet are you in New York? 
We’d love to have you come by 
DS bpp I am in New York and it looks 
like a fantastic city. Work demands 
mean I will have to pass on your kind 
invitation. One day … 
bpp No 10 admin, we’ll patch you up. 
We even have an electric kettle and 
Yorkshire tea … We’ll keep the kettle on
andismit Zimbabwe on the agenda yet 
with UN  sec  gen? 
DS Ban Ki-moon meeting fi nished a mo-
ment ago — Zimbabwe, Darfur, develop-
ment, Kosovo and others on the agenda
secretlondon DowningStreet you’re an 
actual person, not a bot? Cool :) 
DS andismit Gordon Brown has just 
addressed the UN  security  council in 
New York. He stands solidly behind 
human rights in Zimbabwe 
DS Mr Brown has just  delivered his 
address at the UN  security  council — he’s 
still there now. It’s a very grand room if 
you are interested 
nuttycow DowningStreet 
does your job solely con-
sist of updating webby type things such 
as T witter? If so, got any vacancies? 
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National

Diploma plan scaled 
back after criticism
The number of students due to take new 
diplomas in September has been scaled 
back amid concern   over  the diplomas’ 
quality. Jim Knight, the schools minister 
responsible for diplomas, said yesterday 
that the  plan  had been revised “in order 
to maintain quality”. The diplomas   — 
designed to include GCSEs, A-levels and 
vocational programmes — had been criti-
cised by the head of the Edexcel exam 
board, Jerry Jarvis, as potentially worth-
less if fl aws were not addressed. The gov-
ernment rejected  Jarvis’s remarks 
as “utter nonsense” , but the CBI 
echoed his concern about the pace of 
change in education.

4≥

International

Attacks force cut in 
food aid to Darfur
Food rations for millions of Darfur refu-
gees are to be halved because of attacks 
and hijack s on supply convoys , the World 
Food Programme said yesterday. Up to 
3 million people depend on the ship-
ments ,  but at least 60 WFP lorries have 
been hijacked in the past four months. 
The cutbacks will mean the displaced 
 will be getting, on average, barely 60% of 
the minimum daily calorie intake. A UN- 
African Union peacekeeping force was 
supposed to improve  security , but  only 
one third of the 26,000-strong 
contingent has deployed because 
of disagreement with Sudan over its com-
position and duties. 

17≥

Sport

Parry rejects Hicks’ 
call for resignation
The turmoil at Liverpool rumbled on yes-
terday with the Premier League club’s 
chief executive, Rick Parry, dismissing 
Tom Hicks’ latest call for his resignation 
and criticising the co-owner for diverting 
attention from next week’s Champions 
League semi-final with Chelsea. Parry 
defended his tenure after the American 
called his spell at Anfield “a disaster” 
and blamed him for Liverpool’s failure to 
keep pace commercially with Manchester 
United and Barcelona. “It’s for the board to 
ask me to resign and they 
haven’t,” he said . “I have 
a duty to try and keep things on an even 
keel when there’s turmoil off  the pitch.” 

Sport, 3≥Greenland’s melting lakes are not 
increasing the rate at which glaciers 
slip into the sea, a new study fi nds

14-15≥

Gordon Brown has entered the 
digital age with his trip to the US. 
As well as a blog and a fl ickr 
picture stream to chronicle his 
movements, aides have been 
posting regular updates on the 
website Twitter, covering such big 
issues as Zimbabwe, Iraq and 
muffi  ns. Here are extracts of the 
feed from ‘DowningStreet’ 
complete with questions — and 
invitations — from some of the 
1,384 users following the action

deals. Even the blue tiles on Mugabe’s 
 latest 25-bedroom mansion, reminiscent 
of Beijing’s Forbidden City, were a gift 
from China.

China has in the past used its veto at 
the UN security council to prevent the 
Zimbabwe issue from being raised, on the 
grounds that the country’s problems  were 
an internal matter.

In Britain, William Hague, the shadow 
foreign secretary,  said last night: “The 
international community must speak 
with one voice on Zimbabwe. We call 
on China, as part of that community, to 
suspend arms sales to Zimbabwe. The 
Mugabe regime continues to deny the 
right of the people of Zimbabwe to choose 
their leaders. 

“To supply arms to it at time when 
opposition activists are being intimidated 
and attacked, not only sends the wrong 
signal, but will harm the reputation of 
China.

“In addition, it is time that neighbour-

The An Yue Jiang anchored outside 
Durban in South Africa. Left, part of 
an alleged manifest 
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